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On Oct. 5, President Daniel Ortega opened what he said would be a "national dialogue" between
the government and opposition groups. The talks are slated to begin this week. Ortega said the
dialogue was convened under terms of the new Central American peace accord, which requires
the government to lift restrictions on political freedom. Eleven political parties, including several
that boycotted the 1984 presidential election, were invited to participate in the dialogue and have
named delegates. In addition, the Democratic Coordinator, an umbrella coalition for anti-Sandinista
political parties, trade unions and business groups, was granted a seat. The government reportedly
wants to limit the dicussion to how the peace accords should be applied in Nicaragua. The main
opposition groups will bring ambitious demands, including the separation of the ruling Sandinista
party from the state and the armed forces, party leaders said this weekend. In two short-lived
attempts at national dialogue, in October 1984 and September 1986, tensions within the opposition
coalition ran almost as high as those in their conflict with the Sandinistas. The parties suffered
because of a longstanding Nicaraguan tradition of infighting combined with constant harassment
by the Sandinista ruling party, several leaders said. They also noted that for seven years the Reagan
administration, anxious to oust the Sandinistas rather than pressure them, backed the armed
rebels over the democratic opposition. The full spectrum of 15 parties includes 11 that are legally
registered. The Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) dwarfs the others. Since the late
1970s the Sandinistas have persuaded dissidents from the Conservative and Independent Liberal
parties to break with their leadership and join in tactical alliances giving these dissidents more
power in the Sandinista-dominated national legislature. Sandinista leaders continue to regard the
opposition with suspicion. The vice minister of interior, Luis Carrion, who is also one of nine top
Sandinista commanders, recently called the opposition "the self-appointed representative of the
contras." Carrion said at a press conference that the parties have no interest in expanding their
membership and only cultivate "good relations with the gentlemen of the US Embassy." (Basic data
from PRENSA LATINA, NEW YORK TIMES, 10/06/87; WASHINGTON POST, 10/05/87)
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